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have not unfrequently abandoned their fields be-
cause the land tax has not left them a share of the
produce sufficient to support life.

While taxation pressed more and more heavily on
the poor, those who were best able to pay eluded
their part of the public burdens. This they effected
sometimes by claiming exemption, cither as " noble "
because they had borne arms in the King's service,
or because they had acquired some small office,
sometimes by bribery and corruption. The flns^ who
determined the quota of tallagc to be paid by each
parish, were no longer elected as their name implied,
but petty officials, for the most part venal like their
betters. The asseurs or assessors, who fixed the
share of each individual, were not more incorruptible.

To reform, root and branch, the evils and abuses
under which the country was perishing would have
required a treatment perhaps more drastic than the
condition of the commonwealth permitted, fevered
and exhausted as it was by civil war and with
wounds still too raw to be firmly handled. More-
over, as we have said, the temperament and talents
of Rosny were those rather of an administrator
than of a reformer. The services which he ren-
dered to his country were so opportune as to be of
inestimable value, yet what he effected was very
simple. He introduced an orderly and business-like
method of keeping the public accounts; prevented
peculation; and caused the taxes to be levied in a
manner as economical to the Government, as little
oppressive to the public, as was possible without a
complete change in the existing system. At the